
ACTIVITY 8: 
Aim: that participants begin

to understand who is
responsible for child labour

Age: All

Time: 30-45 minutes

Materials: Story box, art
materials and paper.

Nouroudine
,
s Story

What to do:
Break into three groups and give each group a copy of Nouroudine’s story.
One person in each group reads the story.

Nouroudine
,
s Story

Nouroudine is 11 years old, but small for his age. He is from Benin in West
Africa. One day his uncle sold him to a man going to Nigeria. He had to sift
sand from gravel in a quarry. There were lots of other children there. At
night he slept on sacks of corn in a warehouse. Once his boss hit him on the
shoulder with a spade. He started crying and the boss asked him why he was
crying, he hadn’t hit Nouroudine hard. Then he hit him again, harder this time.
Nouroudine managed to escape after three weeks. He made it back to his
village, but it wasn’t long before he was on the road again.

His mother goes back and forth between Benin and the Ivory Coast, where
she works on cocoa farms. She paid a man to take Nouroudine there. He
was going to work on the farms with his brother. She said she’d come later.
There are an estimated 10-15,000 child labourers on farms in the Ivory Coast,
one of the region’s richer countries and the world’s biggest cocoa producer.

A bus carrying Nouroudine and 23 other children was stopped before it left
Benin. A number of people were arrested, suspected of being involved in child
trafficking. Nouroudine says,“I miss my parents. When I get home, I’ll tell my
father again that I want to go to school. I don’t ever want to go abroad
again.”

Source: The Irish Times, 14/5/01

Imagine you are Nouroudine.
● How do you feel: when you are working in the quarry? 
● When you return home? 
● When you are on the bus travelling to work on the cocoa farm?
● Using a long roll of paper such as wallpaper or sheets of paper taped

together, draw or paint Nouroudine’s story.
● What do you think will happen to Nouroudine now?
● What would you like to see happen?  
● Are there any similarities between Nouroudine’s story and young

people working in Ireland?  Why?  If not, why not?
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SECTION 2

ACTIVITY 7:

Aim: that participants
understand the effects of the

worst forms of child labour on
children and young people.

Age: All

Time: 45 minutes

Materials: Set of role cards
for each group, copy of fact

box for each group.

Worst Forms of Child
Labour

What to do
Before the activity, make photocopies of role-play cards from activity five.
Break into four groups and give each group the set of cards. The groups
discuss the roles and categorise them according to work that is beneficial to
the young person, child labour and the worst forms of child labour. Get
feedback from the group and try to get consensus on the worst forms of
child labour.

Give each group one of the role cards relating to the worst forms of child
labour. They discuss the role and prepare a short drama (2 – 3 minutes) to
illustrate the effect that type of work has on young people. Each group
presents their drama.

Distribute the fact box on the worst forms of child labour. How does the
groups’ concept of the worst forms of child labour differ from the
International Labour Organisation?  What have they in common?  What can
we do to tackle the worst forms of child labour?

The Worst Forms of Child Labour ILO (2001)
● slavery and bonded labour;
● any hazardous work likely to harm the safety and the moral and

physical health of children;
● sexual exploitation, prostitution and pornography;
● use of children for illicit activities.

Did You Know?
There are currently estimated to be more than 300,000 children under the
age of 18 fighting in 36 conflicts around the world. Children of both sexes are
trained as front-line fighters and are also used for support duties. Many of
these young people are recruited by force.
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